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Lesson Plan

LESSON TOPIC: Connections in Complex Sentences

LEARNING OBJECTIVE/S:
Gain syntactic awareness within a complex sentence
Understand sequences and relations
Write their own sentences

MATERIALS NEEDED:
‘Ten Black Dots’ by Donald
Crews
Sentence cards or Word Chunks
Drawing supplies

Mentor Sentence:
Four Dots can make seeds from which
flowers grow
Focus Question/s:
What do you think the sentence is saying?
How do the dots make seeds?

LESSON STRUCTURE:

Introduction 
Do a read aloud of ‘Ten Black Dots’ by donald Crews, focus on how
the dots are used in creative ways
Focus on the sentence ‘Four dots can make seeds from which
flowers grow’
Ask focus questions, expand through conversation cues, encourage
peers to discuss with each other what they think the sentence or
chunks mean

Language Dive
Break down the sentence into Chunks
four dots, can make seeds, from which, flowers grow
Ask additional questions for each chunk, the meaning of each, how
‘from which’ forms a connection
Ask students to act out the sentence with hand and body
movements

Image connection
Ask students to draw four dots and how they imagine seeds
growing into flowers or plants
Ask them to label parts in their drawing taken from the chunk



Lesson Plan
LESSON Continued:

Reconstruct (I do, we do, You do)
Scramble the chunks of the sentence and recreate the sentence,
refer back to visual cues from earlier
illustrate how ‘from which’ connects the different ideas from the
sentence

Create new sentences (I do, We do, You do)
illustrate how to create new sentences ___ dots can make ___
from which ___ grow. 
Create new sentences together, using conversation cues to
encourage students to participate.
Students can write there own sentences in their journal or
writer’s notebook. 

Reflection Class Discussion
Have students share some sentences they created
Closure discussion on what was learned on how to create new
sentence, ask prompt questions to increase engagement

Exit Slip:
Think about the sentence we learned today, ‘Four dots can make
seeds from which flowers grow.’

Can you write you own sentence using the words you learned today
(seeds)?

What did you learn about how sentences work today?

Was there part of the sentence or lesson was confusing?


